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1 PROCEEDINGS 1 game that is in this area.
2 MS. PRITCHARD: Good evening. My name is 2 You've got the very serious area for sheep.
3 Janetta Pritchard. I'm a natural resource 3 There's the Chugach herd, there's the Talkeetna
4 specialist with the Department of Natural Resources, 4 herd. There is a movement back and forth. And
5 The purpose of this hearing is to obtain public 5 that's just one of the resources that is extremely
6 comments on the conditional right-of-way lease to 6 important and people depend on.
7 the Alaska Natural Gas Development Authority for a 7 So with that, if it comes down to putting spikes
8 pipeline from -- a natural gas pipeline from B in the side of the (inaudible) and hanging this
E Glennallen to Palmer. My co-worker and timekeeper | 9 thing from hangers, I'll help you do it. But I
10 this evening is Debbie Whetham and our court 10 would really recommend that this particular route be
11 reporter is Britney Chonka. If you are interested 11 Iooked at in a very serious manner in regards to
i2 in obtaining a copy of the transcript you can 12 resources that people can put on their table.
13 contact Britney after the hearing, 13 MS. PRITCHARD: Thank you, sir.
14 The comment period deadline for this project is 14 MR. OLSEN: You bet, '
15 April 24th, 2006 at 5:00 p.m. That's a Monday. And {15 MS. PRITCHARD: Arthur Almon.
16 you're welcome to either send it by sail mail or le MR. ALMON: My name is Arthur Almon, and I've
17 bring it into the office or to fax it in to me. My 17 been in Alaska about 35 years. And I've worked on
|18 business cards are up here with the address on it if 18 the original oil pipeline. The only fault that I
19 you'd like to pick up one before you leave. 19 can see with this is that it's not tied into a
120 Arethere any questions before we get started? 20 direct line from Prudhoe Bay to Valdez. And if we
21 Okay. Well, then let's start. The first person on 21 wait until this line goes through Canada, we're
22 the list is Warren Olson. Warren, would you mind 22 going to be waiting 15, 20 years. And by that time
23 coming up and sitting next to Britney here so that 23 Anchorage is going to be cut of natural gas. You'll
24 she can hear you a little better? 24 have people from Kenai to the Mat-Su Valley in
25 MR. OLSON: Okay. 25 Anchorage scraimbling to convert their furnaces to
Page 3 Page 5
1 MS. PRITCHARD: I'm sorry, I neglected to tell 1 some other type of heating fuel. And we're going to
2 you that we're timing it. We're giving everybody 2 lose an opportunity to use that gas for developing
3 three minutes, And then if you want to come backup { 3 other natural resources.
4 after everybody's had an opportunity to comment, 4 And I support -- | support the line in and of
5 you'd be welcome to. Thank you. 5 itself, I support that, but what I don't support is
6 MR. OLSON: My name is Warren Olson. Beenin | 6 the fact that by the time this is -- this gas is
7 Alaska probably 46 years. I guess the expansion of 7 available to us under the current plan, people are
8 the project hooking into the gas line is necessary 8 going to be leaving Alaska in droves because they --
9 for economy for Alaska and the welfare of Alaskaand | 9 if you can't afford to heat your house, you can't
10 so forth. 10 afford to live here,
11 The only thing I guess I would object to is I 11 And you have enough senior citizens now
12 would strive extremely hard to keep this pipeline on 12 complaining about the fact that they-can't afford to
13 the highway. And I realize that not being in the 13 heat their houses, that people in the Interior,
14 oil business or the pipeline business, having owned 14 they're stealing fuel oil from each other just to
15 a few wells in some areas that were bottled up and 15 keep their houses warm.
16 not accessible to a pipeline structure, I understand 16 And this is —- I mean, to me the whole idea of
17 the stress of that. 17 running a gas line through Canada is against the
18 But this area that you're departing from the 18 best interests of the state of Alaska. And I think
19 highway and coming back to the highway is one of the{ 19 that's about all I have to say. I have a lot more
20 major bread basket areas in Alaska. Historically 20 to say, but it's more on the gas line going to
Z1 this country has probably put as much food on the 21 Valdez than this spur line. Thank you.
22 table per capita or per square mile, or however you 22 MS. PRITCHARD: Thank you very much.
23 want to rate it, as comparable to anywhere in 23 Warren?
24 Alaska. In fact, [ would venture to say that 90 24 MR. KEOGH: My name is Warren Keogh and I'm a
25 percent of Alaska does not produce the amount of 25 resident of Chickaloon, Alaska community through
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which about 20 miles of the pipeline is planning to
pass through. And I'm speaking for myself only. I
am the director and member of the Chickaloon
community council, but I have brief comments which
are pretty much unprepared are -- do not reflect

any -- the community council’s or anyone else's.

And I would urge the DNR commissioner to deny
ANGDA's application to the pipeline right-of-way and
for many reasons, but I'l] just list a couple,

Generally the Alaska Natural Gas Development
Authority has -- we've apprised them in the last 12
months, some folks in our community as individuals
and certainly through the comumunity council and I
guess my feelings generally reflect the resolution

that our community has submitted to the ANGDA board
of directors and we've shared with the Department of
Natural Resources for the many concerns that we

have.

One of those, too, that I'd like to point out is
our community will have many of the -- of the -- few
of the benefits of the -- that may be associated
with the issuing of the right-of-way and the
eventual construction of the pipeline. But we'll
have quite a few detriments. We'll have many of the
negative impacts of the construction and the
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route changes -- and it was initially routed through

my private property. But nonetheless, I've lived in

this area for over 20 years and even -- even -- and

I acknowledge ANGDA's attempt to accommodate as many
people as possible and be sensitive as much as they

can be with the routing and the alignment of the

pipeline, but still, nonetheless, this goes right

through the place where I've hunted moose for a lot

of years. It goes right through the place where now

where I've berrypicked in the past.

And my time's up. But I have very -- a lot of
personal reasons for opposing this as well, I guess,
perhaps, even selfish reasons. And finally I will
say that I will be preparing some extensive written
comments that I'll submit prior to the deadline for
public comment period.

Thanks for the opportunity to speak. And 'l
be glad to, if anybody -- I don't think anybody else
is here from Chickaloon, but if anybody wants a
perspective afterwards here that's in the audience
from one local, I'll be glad to hang out, share my
thoughts or information or experience from local
citizens on the matter. Thanks.

MS. PRITCHARD: Thank you very much,

Is there anyone else that would like to speak?

D~ WN

NS RN R N R e e
A WNHOWOW-To b Wk kP Q@

Page 7

pipeline.

And I think an important thing, too, one of the
reasons I'm not in favor of thisis right now it's a
toss-up whether or not the Southcentral Alaska,
Anchorage especially and the Kenai will be supplied
by gas through a pipeline either along the Parks
Highway or the Glenn Highway. Sc it seems to me, in
addition to the million or so dollars that have
already been spent on studies for the spur line from
Glennallen to Palmer, before this right-of-way is
issued, that it's premature. We've gotten the cart
in front of the horse here.

If you're going to issue a right-of-way, decide
where the route is going to be before the -- before
the right-of-way is issued and before any further
State funds are expended to carry the project
forward.

And 1 also just, T have personal reasons too, 1
know that the -- due to the concerns of several
individuals, myself included, in the community
council that in the 20 miles that the pipeline
passes through our community the route has been
changed.

I think we've gotten the attention of ANGDA over
the last 12 months or so, almost, but even with the
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We have some individuals that put question marks
down. Is there anybody else that would like to come
up again?

MS. BACKES: I'd like to speak. I said no --

MS. PRITCHARD: Are you Lori?

MS. BACKES: Yes.

My name is Lori Backes. Ilive in Fairbanks,
Alaska. Do you need my address?

MS. PRITCHARD: We've got it right here.

MS. BACKES: Okay. I'm executive director of
the All-Alaska Alliance. We are an organization
that supports an all-Alaska gas line. Specifically
to these permits, I'm not familiar with them enough
to comment, but I did want to say that 1 -- that I
strongly support the efforts of ANGDA in getting
this route permitted and moving along and prepared
s0 that it can, as quickly as possible, branch off
of a gas line from the North Slope of Alaska to
bring gas into the Southcentral area,

The potential for gas shortages in Southcentral
is not a secret, and expected to happen as early as
2009, So as quickly as possible we, as Alaskans,
need to prepare to address that shortage.

It's appalling to me to hear producer companies
that have gas holdings elsewhere in the world
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1 announce that they are studying the prospect of 1
2 bringing natural gas into Cook Inlet from Australia. 2 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATE
3 As Alaskans I think that that would be the highest 3
4 travesty if a -- certainly my lifetime if we allowed 4 ‘
5 natural gas to sit undeveloped on the North Slope 5 I, Britney E. Chonka, Court Reporter, hereby
6 and had imports coming in from another country. 6 certify:
7 I support the efforts of ANGDA in, as I've 7 That I am a Court Reporter for Alaska Stenotype
8 already mentioned, preparing to branch off of a gas 8 Reporters and Notary Public in and for the State of
9 line to bring gas into Southcentral Alaska. 9  Alaska at large. I certify Hereby that the forgoing
10 However, I do believe that the pipeline from the 10 transcript is a true and correct transcript of said
11 North Siope into Canada is unlikely to happen, 11 proceedings taken before me at the time and place stated
12 certainly will not happen in time to solve 12 in the caption therein.
13 Anchorage's shortages, coming shortages. However1 |13 I further certify that I am not of counsel to
14 believe it's unlikely to happen in our lifetime. 14 either of the parties hereto or otherwise interested in
15 I heard on the news just this aftermoon that the 15 said cause.
16 govemnor has met with a couple of premieres from 16 In witness whereof, I hereunto set my hand and
17 Canada and the announcement was made today that the] 17 affix my official seal this 10th day of April, 2006.
18 producers will not build an Alaska gas pipeline 18
15 prior to the construction of the Mackenzie Valley 19
20 Pipeline. 20
21 Canada has its own gas reserves that they insist 21 BRITNEY E. CHONKA, REPORTER
22 be taken into the Alberta market prior to any gas 22 Notary Public - State of Alaska
23 line from Alaska. This is not something new, We've |23
24 heard this from Canadian news sources for a couple 24
25 of years and in a couple of different venues. I 25
Page 11
1 believe this may be the first time it was announced
2 on this side of the border.
3 So to the greatest extent possible, I support
4 ANGDA's efforis to bring a spur line off of a
S natural gas pipeline that would go from the North
6 Slope of Alaska to Valdez. That project is already
7 permitted. The only hurdle it needs to overcome
8 before they can actually start moving forward on it
9 is the acquisition of gas supplies and I would
10 encourage ANGDA to do whatever they can to assist an
11 entity in securing the gas supplies needed for a
12 project from the North Slope to Valdez so that this
i3 project into Southcentral can move forward.
14 Thank you.
15 MS. PRITCHARD: Thank you very much.
16 Is there anyone else?
17 Then we'll close this hearing. Thank you all
18 for attending.
19 (Whereupon, the proceedings were concluded.)
20
21
22
23
24
25
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